














Compact but comfortable bath has every
sanitary convenience, vinyl tile floor,

Lounge converits to double bed; uphol-
stery  fabrie is treated 1o resist soil.

Complete galley has large work area, stainless steel sink, top-quality appliances.

traveler par excellence. Because of him, Airstream, oldest
continuous manufacturer of travel trailers, instituted in-
novations that have become the standards of the industry.
Today, the company continues as ranking pioneer in the
field, and travel trailering continues to benefit from Air-
stream research.

So, a purchaser’s money partly pays for an actually
pretested trailer that never ceases lo be a laboratory
guinea pig. He pays. too. for knowledze the firm reaps
from loyal owners of its products. Frequently. their sug-
gestions bring about a better bit of merchandise for
traveling. And a purchaser pays, also, for breaking path-
ways to all parts of the world, so that he may follow in
the footsteps——we mean tire tracks——made by Air-
stream-sponsored Caravans,

An owner’'s money buys a product built to MHMA-
TCA-approved travel trailer standards for heating, wiring
and plumbing.

But. mostly a buyer pays for quality of construction,
i ing of ad d nature, convenience, the best ma-
terials and equipment that will fit out any Airstream
trailer for what the heart desires. the pocketbook holds,
and adventure and faraway lands demand.

Like a certain well-known imported foreign car, the
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manufacturer of this trailer doesn’t give a hoot that its
exterior appearance is unaltractive to some. The firm
knows that what really counts are the guts, and that cus-
tomers will appreciate and pay dearly anylime for capa-
bilities over I‘Imstctl coatings,

Just because this reporter is a little testy regarding
aesthetics, don’t jump to any conclusion that the Air-
stream is a bitter pill to take. On the contrary, if you
want one trailer that will take you there—anvwhere—and
back, you want one that can and will stand up to any
condition of climate and road (or even no road at all
to follow). The Airstream has done it all, many times
over. It's famous simply because of its lasting towing
qualities.

As the Bible or any good builder will tell, it’s the
foundation that makes for a solid structure. Here, the
Airstream has no Achilles’ Heel!

Appearance alone of the chassis is enough to instill
confidence even in the most unknowledgeable layman.
But to anvone slightly familiar with construction. Air-
stream engineering is an inspiring piece of workmanship.
The chassis, labeled Aerostress by the company, expresses
solid strenzth in combination with light weight, achieved
by use of d-inch structural (Continued on page 59)
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(Continued from page 43)

channel steel longitudinal members. wel-
ded to flanged, perforated cross members
under the principle of aireraft manufac-
ture.

For smoothnese of ride and ease of
towing, the running gear iz a Dura-
Torque tandem axle. with rubber cush-
ioned torsion bar. and independent wheel
snspension sustained by Deleo shock ab-
sorhers.

The gear allows an unusnal heightened
18-inch ground clearance. According to
the company, it eliminates a gross of
partz, and never needs lubrication. Tires.
nvlon and tubeless, are a good six-ply.

The bady of the Ajrstream continuous-
ly curves, and slopes at the rear. Called
monocoque design, this curvature con-
centrates strength. The engineered con-
toured body absorbs and distributes,
more equally than perpendicular and
horizontal construction, tensional. com-
pressive, shearing and 1orsional stresses.
This type of design permits a lig
bady =0 that studding and bracing with-
in walls and roof may be considerably
reduced in size and weight.

As a consequence, Airstream walls and
roof contain a frame of 14-inch stretch-
formed aluminum channel ribs spaced

about every 20 inches, and structural alu-
minum channeling 20 inches apart longi-
tudinally within sidewalls and roof.

Exterior skin i= heat-treated. heavy
Alelad aluminum sheeting, riveted to the
framing, Structural  alloy  aluminum
interior paneling  provides additional
strength 1o the whole body,

Six of the seven windows in the Am-
bassador are awning tvpe. The one to
the right of the door has ten jalousie
panes. All windows have recessed drip
caps, positive locks for traveling. and
plastic removable screens. The combina-
tion main and screen door is really a
smaller door within the larger one that
opens and hooks to the trailer body to
permit ventilation.

An awning rail is standard. as is a
police-type radio antenna, two 28-pound
was tanks with automatic regulator. 12
volt battery, and locking trunk. All out-
side compartments have flush body doors,

Two visible protrusions are a rear
bumper and fold-away steel entry step.
hoth welded to the frame.

The manufacturer describes the step
with the words “touch control.” but I'm
afraid 1 never learned the secret, per-
haps because of my short acquaintance
with the test model. Charlie Sweet. sales
manager for dealer C. J. Stoll. had no
trouble extending it properly. 1 admit,

The step was sturdy enough. neverthe-
less, as [ used it to enter the trailer. I'm
sorry to say that my first glance at the
63 Ambassador’s interior was disappoint-
ing. The first thing that hit my eve was
the walnut-stained oak wood emploved
for the cabinets (it’s not my favorite, for
sure). Burying personal prejudice. how-
ever, [ don’t believe the large grain of
the wood enhances the otherwise beau-
tiful interior.

As for the interior. generally, and its
features, T liked what 1 saw. In walking
around to inspect the appointments cloze-
ly, and later in photographing the var-
ious angles with a more perspective eve,
the fine workmanship, quality equipment,
functional design and comfortable liv-
lity were better revealed to me. Be-
sides, | knew it was Airstream’s construc-
tion—that hidden behind the walls and
within the floor under my feet—that
counted most.

The lounge, with four buili-in drawers
helow, opens easily into a double bed
adequate for two aduolts. Over the sofa
is a cabinet with two sliding doors.

Immediately to the left of the en-
trance door is the 5.4-cubic-foot Dometic
was refrigerator, a wtility cabinet and
drawers, and a pantry. Directly opposite
is the large, Lyoncraft, stainless-steel,

{Continued on page 61)
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yet at
SIERRA DAWN ESTATES

you can own your own mobile home
lot for less than the cost of rent!

For literature write Dept. MHJ

SIERRA DAWN ESTATES

800 SAN JUAN DRIVE
HEMET, CALIFORNIA
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AIRSTREAM TECHNICAL REPORT
Ratings extend from one star to five, and are based mathematically on the score
— received in our technical report, seen below. The percentage points scored out of a
A, possible 100 per cent allow us to determine the star rating. Any unit rated at three or
more stars is, in our judgment, an excellent purchase; these are the homes and
trailers we search out for evaluations, so as to present you with unbiased information
§ STAR on the best new products — Ed.
| RATING
ITEM DESCRIPTION T
Average | Average |_l_3£r_:m
WORKMANSHIP
General | Double-wall riveted construction crosswise on arched %"
stretch-formed aluminum channel ribs, spaced approxi-
mately every 20°, with structural aluminum channel longi-
tudinal members approximately 207 apart in sidewall and
roof sections; 4" flooring bolted to frame, Riveted aluminum
sheet underbelly. All joints and seams caulked. Fiberglass
wheel wells il 1557 R =R O e
Interior | Structural alloy aluminum wall panelmg 03’ gause cuarod
with multicolor splatter paint, hand riveted to frame. Walnut
stained oak cabinets. Finely finished cabinet work. Hollow
core wardrobe doors | o] o 1, R |
Exterior | Heat-treated Alciad aluminum sheeting, 032 gauge riveled. |
Curved window and vent frames riveted to body r ] R
Insulation | Flame, water, and vermin- prool 24" f|bergla$s in raof,
walls and flaor X
| Vinyl tile, 930 gauge e __X_____ e
| Contoured monocoque design equally distributes stress to
provide greater overall strength. . y, G [ ] [
Interior | Well executed functionally, but arlistically somewhat dis-
appointing. Woodgrain too bold and heavy on cabinetwork ... . |...X...] ...,
ENGINEERING
Chassis | Electrically welded A-frame, 4" structural channel stesl
with flanged perforated cross members. Bumper welded lo
chassis. ... e i FESREE TR
Suspension | Dura-Torque rubber-cushioned torsion bar with individual
wheel suspension. Delco shock absorbers . . W ot
Tires | 7.00x15, six-ply, nylon tubeless_ ... . . ... X.
Brakes | Two shoe, electric, self-energizing - .
ELECTRICAL
SYSTEM
Wiring | MHMA code standard, two circuit, 110-volt, 40 amps,
Romex 12-2, plus 12-volt battery system . o 0
Lights | 110-volt, and 12-voit; many, well placed. . 2 2l L) B |
Ouliets | Six double outlets, well placed, 110-volt exterior socket and
12-volt socket i h e,
LIVABILITY |
Floor plan | Well arranged for ease in household tasks and comfortabl
relaxation. Folding doors to bath and sleeping compart-
ments assure privacy 3 iz e [
Dining area | Average, not the most comfortable arrangement . y
Kitchen | Fully equipped, good work area, Tappan gas range and
oven, Dometic 5.4-cubic-foot gas refrigerator, Lyoncraft
double-bowl, stainless-steel sink with single mixing faucet,
spray faucet R (S PR bRy
Sleeping | Twin beds and dual purpose sofa, both very wmfurlable.
easily sleep four adults . 2
Bathroom | Excellent accommodations, self- containment . o S e (—
Ventilati Good, ad plus three pnwe;ed vents and
roaf vent, screen in entry door. .. e N (IR Lo
Heating | Li'l Darlin’ by International, with floor reglslers at bath and
front area : ; T SE O
Water heater | Nine-gallon Bowen, gas. Sl (. A
Storage | Plentiful T [Sres, Sos Eareiito MOy
PERFORMANCE |
Braking | Excellent, positive reaction with no adverse effects to tow
vehicle or trailer......... ; SRk [RERISIE S
Towing | None better. . X.
Sway | Absolutely none noted, well balancad both sides of trailer .| ... X
Pitching Curlnpiete absence although no equalizing hitch was used in 3
tes BS S HURESo] e |
Tracking | Follows perfectly‘ response qu:ck Exlremely easy in very
difficult turns_... .. ] N N AR A
Wind The very mini because of str aurplane demgn
test day was quite gusty — unnoticeable, . PRI I o N O [l
GENERAL
FACTORS
Life expectancy | Unlimited o Bonin g | et bl
Service policy | Trailer and manufactured compenents guaranteacl life of
original purchase; company noted for research. . e s hraese| oy vl
Extra features | SaniWare marine toilet, 30-gallon water pressure tank
14-gallon septic holding tank, Western Ogden water purifier,
plus complete range of additional equupmenl atextracost | . X...0 ......]..ie
Resale value | Best in the industry X
MOBILE HOME JOURMAL




AIRSTREAM TEST DATA

Manufacturer  Airstream, Inc.,
Jackson Center, Ohio.
Other plant at Santa
Fe Springs, California

28" International
Ambassador Twin

Model Tested

Cost 57467 from dealer at
St. Petersburg, Florida
Weight 3960 pounds
Hitch Weight 450 pounds

Overall Length 28
Overall Width &

Interior Length 249"
Interior Width 7" 4"
Interior Height 6 77

Ground Clearance 18"

Construction  Aluminum aircraft type
Axle  Tandem :
Wheels  Drop center, 157
Tires  7.00x15, six-ply, nylon,
tubeless
Brakes  Kelsey-Hayes or Warner,
electric
Sleeping Capacity  Four adulis
Lighting  110-volt, 12-volt
Appliances  Dometic gas

refrigerator, Tappan gas
range, Bowen gas water
heater

12-volt battery, Western
QOgden water purifier,
two 28-pound gas tanks,
automatic tank regulator,
galley spray; Plus other

Exira Features

equipment
and features
Tow Car 1959 Oldsmaobile 58,
HydraMatic, 315 hp
Distribution  National

double-bowl sink set in a sizable For-
mica-surfaced work counter, The sink
is equipped with a single mixing faucet,
hand spray, and a tap for the Western
Ogden w purifier. To the right of
the sink is a Tappan gas range with four
burners, oven and hroiler. The work area
here is increased by fitted sink covers
and a hinged, three-position lid over the
range.

Git]lcy storage is well arranged with
overhead cabinet. three drawers and cab-
inel below, and two shallow cabinets on
the wall separating the kitchen from the
bedraom. The utility cabinet has a pull-
down front for use as a tiny desk (or
the compartment may he used for =tor-
age). There are five drawers helow it
The pantry has five deep shelves with
turned up edges.

A folding door provides privacy for
the bedroom, which has twin beds with
G-inch-thick mattresses. Over each bed
i= a cabinet with sliding doors. Under the
bed on the door side are two large
drawers and four smaller ones.

A cecond folding door separates the
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Note generous sleeping
accommuodations and
storage space. Galley

is located for ease of
meal planning, serving.

bedroom from the hath. Two large ward-
robes, the sides of which abut the heads
of the beds. are included in the bath area
when the folding door is closed. One
wardrobe door has a full-length mirror,

The bath has every necessity and com-
fort, though on a small scale. A molded

fiberglass  tub  has a telephone-ty

Everywhere
you look
You'll find
the mark of
ADDED
VALUE in
Pathfinder

2 What vou |
you'll see, to a degree, in other

3 & 7T 8 3R
TEALE O FEET=

showerhead with shut-off valve a= a
water saver. and the plastic shower cur-
tain is lined. The stainless.steel lavatory
i= built in with cabinet space below, in-
cluding a hamper. A modern touch is
the one-control faucet, plus a hand spray
that i= used for the SaniWare Swirl-A-
(Continued on next page)

see in Pathfinder,

homes too . . . because an indus-
try leader is always sure to be
copied. So as you shop other
lines — and we urge you to do

so — just count the number of times vou face-up to reflections of
Pathfinder living rooms, kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms.

But it's not often that yvou'll find ALL of the plus values that are
Pathfinder except in Pathfinder. We are speaking of style, liva-
hility and a long, long list of specific construction and furnishing
features . , . the best of everything that women want and need to
make mobile home living easier and more fun.

est dealer.

Full information is yours for the asking. Write for the Pathfinder
Home Portfolio that interests you . . . and the name of your near-

PATHFINDER wmosiLe Home, inc.

BOX 120 SPENCER, WISCONSIN

CIRCLE 293 IN LITERATURE LIBRARY
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(Continued from page 61)

Matic toilet. There is a glass holder and
toothbrush holder. a oting mirror,
and a compartmentalized medicine cabi-
net with adjustable vertical and horizon-
tal shelving. The window curtain matches
the shower curtain and is also lined.
Wardrobes, drawers, and sliding doors
of the sidewall overhead cabinets have
locks which keep them closed in transi
Closets have ventilation grilles.

+ + » ALSO DIESEL OR GASOLINE GENERATOR
PLANTS FOR STANDEY OR CONTINUOUS
DUTY SERVICE 2500 WATT TO 100 KW.
AMERICA'S MOST COMPLETE LINE . . . A
MODEL TO FIT EVERY NEED.

WIND ——=—
—-PO'I'IM €o. moxre
Newton, lows.

WRITE
FOR
FOLDER

oy STATE

x|

CIRCLE 346 IN LITERATURE LISRARY

The interior aluminum paneled walls
are sprayed with a thick, multicolor
splatter paint that covers rivet heads,
and provides an easy-to-clean and dur-
able surface. Armstrong’s vinvl tile. in a
terrazzo pattern, is the attractive cover-
ing for the floor.

Electrical outlets and lizht= are nuo-
Besides the ceiling lights. there

merous
are two wall fixtures over the lounge,
one over each bed and sink, and one in
the bath.

The large windows on all r sides
»d cross ventilation. In addi-
tion, there is a powered vent fan in the
bathreom, which uses either the 110-volt
or the 12.volt svstem. a= does the galley
A roof vent and a 110-velt
ceiling fan cool the forward end of the

exhaust fan.

¢ Stoll firm. one of Florida’s oldest
and most iable. provided a four.vear-
old car, which—they cautioned—pulled
to one side and sagged in the rear from
a bad case of soft springs. They shook
their heads at what it would do 1o a
road test of the Airstream.

erl. I haven't vet figured out whether
it was my ability as a driver or the su-
perior towing qualities of the Airstream,
but the 315 hp, 1959 Oldsmobile 98
never wavered in its lane over the 81-
mile course | took from St. Petersburg

to Tarpon Springs, and return through
Clearwater to my starting point. How-
ever, it did drag its hitch bar and kissed,
with a cenin
about every loosened brick in the pave.
ment of old Tarpon Springs.

A nd those streets in that sponge cen-
ter of Florida—oh boy! Narrow as they
were, parking on both sides was permit-
ted. making it an ordeal to pas< an on-
coming car. And turning from one street
into another was a nightmare. One turn

ade | thought was right-angled, but

h to my surprise when I was inte

the swing. it turned out 1o be a sharp
acute angle. 1 just about met the rear
end of the Airstream going as 1 was
l'lll]lln:.

On the highway, it was a differemt
story—smooth I mean really
smooth sailing, just as if 1 were float-
ing on the most tranquil waters. There
was no sway, no wind resistance that 1
could determine despite a gusty wind.
Deft balance of equipment in the trailer
by the manufacturer, plus m-
lined exterior, made towing the best I've
ever experienced, The Airstream
tracked to my slightest touch or swing.

Panic stops from 65 miles an hour
failed to bring about anv pitching, des-
the lack of an equalizing hitch and
drag of the Olds’ rear end. o

sail

also




Note generous sleeping
accommodations and
storage space. Galley

is located for ease of
meal planning, serving.

SINGLE BED
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