are being extended, but they are
powered up as well. Other systems
use springs to bring the jacks back
into place. I found the RAM system

tc be Basy to lea]'n and to DpEI‘ﬂ‘tB
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although a departm*e fmm vad:tﬂna}
Alrstream styling, has a distinctive
and attractive profile. In fact, the
aerodynamic engineering of the Land
Yacht is so unique that Airstream has
applied for a patent on the mator-
home to protect against other manu-
facturers copying the design.

The outer skin of the front and
rear caps and the sidewalls of the
coach consist of fiberglass that has
been laminated ta fauan, which gives
the coach an exceptionally smooth
finish. The sidewalls of the coach are
skirted with polished alominum —
shades of the traditional Airstream
styling. To further enhance the look
of the elegant exterior, our test coach
was outfitted with polished aluminum
whaeels.

What really gives the motorhome
its character, however, is its front end,
which inclides an air dam that has
been contoured 10 maximize airflow
to the engine. The coach also has
smoothly integrated bumpers, a 40
degree angled windshield, and flush
halogen headlamps.

One of the exterior features [ par-

ticutarly enjoyed was the keyless door
entry system. To unlock the coach,
one enters a secret code into a five-
button keypad located next to the
emry dour Tlm cude, wh1ch can be

remntel_y unlock the drlver’s door and
the storage compartments. Not only
will this state-of-the-art system give
the owner sume bragging rights
around the campfire, but it is also
very functional.

It may seem a small item, but I also
was impressed by the Land Yacht's
entry door. Not only is it well fitted
1o the curvature of the motorhome,
but it is extra wide, too. And the
screen door isn't a flimsy plastic job;
it is a heavy-gauge aluminum door
that has been welded to give it added
strength to endure the rigors of aver-
the-road travel.

Exterior storage is abundant and is
highlighted hy a huge storage com-
partment at the rear of the coach.
This spaciocus compartment provides
enough reom for the owner to take
along all of his or her fishing tackle,
as well as a set of golf clubs. And the
other compartments provide plenty
of room for stowing “less sssential”
gear.

The Land Yacht is built on a tubular-
steel frame that is welded to the
Chevy chassis. The sidewall construe-

tion includes foamn insuation that is
custom-itted bhetween the cross
members. On the exterior side, the
walls are covered by the afore-
mentmned prebonded blgh gloss

lauan, whmh for‘ms the exceptxonai!y
smaoth outer skin. The sidewalls are
completed by the addition of panel-
ing on the interior walls.

The roef is similarly constructed,
except that its outer skin consists of
ons-pisce, skid-resistant fiberglass.
Finally, the coach is completed by
adding the custom-designed front
and rear fiberglass caps.

The Land Yacht is an excellent
motarhome, no matter how demand-
ing your yardstick or what criteria
you select — value, livability, or style.
H the 384ooter is more motorhoms
than you need, you may want to con-
sider the 33-foot model that was
recently introduced. 'm happy io
report that it retains abmost every-
thing that was special about the 38-
foot Land Yacht [ tested.

My conclusion after my outing in
the Land Yacht is that it is one of the
finest motorhomes [ have tested in its
price category. Add to that the in-
novation in design, the very func-
tional floor plan, and all those extra
touches, and 1 predict that Airstream
has unveiled a true winner. SR
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